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     UNIVERSITY OF EMBU





SPEECH BY 
PROF. PAUL MUSILI WAMBUA, CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY OF EMBU DURING THE 
UNIVERSITY’S 9TH GRADUATION CEREMONY TO BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER, 2024
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Education, Hon. Julius Migos represented by: The Principal Secretary, State Department for Higher Education and Research,                           Dr. Beatrice Inyangala,
· The University of Embu Council Chairman and Members,
· Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors, Deputy Vice-Chancellors, and Principals of Sister Universities and Colleges present,
· The National Government and Embu County Government Representatives present,
· Members of the University of Embu Management Board and Senate,
· University of Embu Staff and Students,
· Graduands,
· Parents and Guardians,
· Friends following this event online,
· Distinguished Guests,
· Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning.
I am delighted to be back to the University of Embu for yet another Graduation Ceremony after almost three years of being away. It feels good to be back home.

I last presided over the 6th Graduation Ceremony as Chancellor on 17th September 2021 and therefater, my 5-year term as the Chancellor of the University ended on                       7th October 2021. I remember thanking the University of Embu Community and stakeholders for the support accorded to me during my first term as the Chancellor. That being the COVID-19 era, we were used to praying for one another to be safe, so I concluded my address with the words “I pray that God will continue to keep all of us safe so that we can continue to serve this great University of Embu”. I am happy to note that indeed, God has kept us safe and we are here again to witness this happy moment. We should never take this for granted.

Therefore, today is a special day for me to preside over the First Graduation Ceremony since I was re-appointed as Chancellor for a second term in November, last year.  The re-appointment is a great honour to me and I take this opportunity to thank H.E. The President of the Republic of Kenya, Dr. William Samoei Ruto, through the Ministry of Education for giving me another opportunity to serve in this capacity. I pledge to continue working diligently with all stakeholders to further the mission and vision of the University of Embu.
 
I appreciate our distinguished guests for honouring our invitation and gracing this occasion. We are grateful to have you here as we celebrate our students’ success. 
The Class of 2024 is indeed a class of strong, resilient, visionary, and dynamic young men and women. They completed their KCSE exams in 2019 just when the covid pandemic was emerging across the world. The first case of COVID-19 was confirmed in Kenya in March 2020. The President announced a 30-day lockdown and from then on there was uncertainty all around; curfews were announced, schools were closed, social gatherings were banned, religious gatherings shifted to online, and employees were asked to work from home.
 
In short, the pandemic brought unprecedented challenges; the KCSE 2019 class did not know whether they would report to the University or not, let alone when. Learning shifted to online platforms, and a new dispensation in online teaching and learning was forcefully, in the circumstances, born. 

Students had to adapt to attending classes online and maintain focus in the face of many challenges. Your remarkable resilience, commitment and ability to navigate this turbulent period, while continuing to achieve your goals, speaks volumes about your character. These experiences have not only shaped your academic journey but have also prepared you for the new challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. 

So..... we are here today to celebrate your success. I congratulate you for this wonderful, yet no mean feat. As you transition from the University, remember that a new chapter in your illustrious life, has just began. I encourage you to embrace lifelong learning, curiousity, and to follow your dreams with passion and dedication. As the saying goes, the future belongs to those who believe in themselves and in the beauty of their dreams. Indeed every dream is valid.

As we celebrate this milestone, I urge our graduands to go into the world with the confidence and knowledge that the training you have received from this University is of very high quality. The world you are stepping into is quite competitive, but I can assure you that you are well-prepared to face any challenges that may come your way. Remember to keep the image and reputation of the University of Embu high in all your endeavours as ambassadors of this great University.

I want to express my sincere gratitude to the Council and the University Management, led by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Daniel Mugendi, for their commitment to the growth and development of this University. In its short history, the University of Embu has built a solid reputation for being a highly ranked and equally respected institution that is committed to quality and excellence. I commend the staff for their dedication and hardwork, which has sustained the University’s good standing in performance rating and institutional standing.
   
I cannot forget our students. I must thank UoEm students for their undying love for their University.  Our students are among the best brains that we have in this Country. They are intelligent, disciplined and hard-working. In the last few weeks, concerns have emerged about the workings of the new universirty funding model. 

At the first instance, we must celebarate the involvement of our students in the decisions which affect their learning, and by extension the prospects of the society. Through advocacy, they have added their voice to the ongoing reforms on the university funding model, underscoring the University of Embu’s resolve to contribute to national development.

Let me say this; we have heard them loud and clear. The aspirations of the new model are nobel, progresive, inclusive and equitable in approach. However, we must also take onboard present realities of broader consultation, benefits of buy-in, and transitional justice planning, as we roll the new funding model.

The University of Embu management recognizes all the valuable inputs that have been advanced to improve this model, including a srategic approach to its implementation. In all this, we must acknowledge the Governments commitment to an equitable, fair and progressive university funding model, which steers the country to a prosperous future.
 
Once again, let us honor our alumni, and our student leadership. Together, they represent the University in every corner of the country with respect and loyalty. This is the reason why our student population has kept growing over the years, it is simply because our current, and past students are the main ambassadors of the University of Embu brand. 

Let me also thank our key stakeholders; the Government of Kenya through the Ministry of Education, the County Government of Embu, Suppliers, Parents, Guardians, the Local Community, Service Providers and all our partners and collaborators- for your role in supporting the University of Embu. 

The future of the University of Embu is bright, but it depends on our ability to embrace modern ways and adapt to new technologies. We need to incorporate new ideas, tools and systems into our teaching, learning, research, and administrative processes. This will not only improve efficiency but also enrich the learning experience for our students. By being innovative and proactive, we can navigate the challenges and continue to provide an exceptional educational experience. Together, we will build a great University that meets the needs of staff, students and the community for generations to come.
 
In conclusion, I encourage the Class of 2024 to stay connected with the University through the Alumni Association Network. Continue to strive for excellence, uphold integrity, and embrace every challenge as an opportunity for growth. In all, be humble in your achievements while giving thanks to those who helped and supported you along the way.
 
Once again, congratulations to our graduands, and I say a big thank you to all our guests for making this day memorable. May God bless you all.

Prof. Musili Wambua. LL.D, FCIArb.
Chancellor, University of Embu
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