SPEECH BY THE CABINET SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, DURING THE UNIVERSITY OF EMBU 9TH GRADUATION CEREMONY HELD ON THURSDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER 2024

· The Chancellor, University of Embu
· The Principal Secretary, State Department for University Education and Research 
· The Vice-Chancellor, University of Embu and the Chairman, Vice Chancellor’s Committee
· Vice-Chancellors of other universities 
· Chairman and Members of the University Council 
· Chancellors of other Universities 
· Members of the University of Embu Management Board and Senate
· Embu County and National Government Representatives 
· University of Embu Staff and Students
· Graduands
· Parents and guardians
· The Class of 2024
· Distinguished guests
· Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good Morning.
I am pleased to join the University of Embu Community today as you mark the 9th Graduation Ceremony. I thank you for inviting me and take this opportunity to congratulate the graduands and the entire University of Embu fraternity for the momentous achievement. We at the Ministry of Education, are very proud of the University of Embu because of the good reputation that the University has brought to the Ministry and the higher education sector in general from the excellent performance ranking. This is no doubt a testimony of good stewardship on the part of the Council, Management and staff of the institution. The commitment to quality and excellence is evident all around the University. I congratulate the University of Embu for emerging the overall best performing State Corporation and also the best performing Public University in performance contracting for several years. 
Education is key to the development and prosperity of our country and the government will continue to invest in education as a public good.  This is the reason why the government channels the bulk of resources to the education sector because an educated population is one of the key enablers of economic growth and development. The Government will continue to make higher education more accessible and affordable for all Kenyans so as to provide more opportunities for all deserving Kenyans.

As you all know, the Government has implemented a new funding model that provides scholarships and loans to students who have joined Universities and TVET institutions. The model is known as the Student-Centred Model. The model has adopted a deliberate and thoughtful approach to create opportunities for students from diverse backgrounds. It has ensured that resources and support are allocated with an objective of promoting equity and inclusivity as well as affirmative action. Government, scholarships and loans are awarded on a need basis, using a Means Testing Instrument to determine each applicant’s level of need vis-a-vis the programme cost. 

The Government is focused on ensuring that all Kenyans access quality education through equitable distribution of scholarships and loans to all applicants. However, even as we do this, it should not be lost to each one of us that we are facing a myriad of threats to our effort of providing quality university education to all deserving Kenyans. This is mainly due to the increasing number of Kenyans who are seeking higher education against the diminishing resources that are required to sustain the demand. This is why households must work together with the government to provide the necessary resources to realize the objectives of higher education. 

The universities must also come forward and embrace innovative ways of bridging this gap. This can be done through research, innovation and production, not to forget the all-important symbiotic public private partnership. Universities must truly become the vehicles for social economic transformation; we must strengthen our university-industry linkages and make the partnerships more practical and geared towards providing solutions for the community, and matching the skills imparted by our universities with the requirements of industries.
To the graduands, 
I congratulate you for your great achievement. I know it has been a long journey for you but you have overcome the challenges and emerged victorious.  As you move out into the world of work, you will need to remain focused and innovative, as this is the only way you will succeed in your chosen career path. Apply the knowledge and skills you have gained to better yourself and transform lives, in your community, to make it better. 
The world is waiting to experience your skills. It is yearning for your creativity and your great contributions. It is ready to give you a platform to showcase what you have acquired from the University of Embu. Don’t let us down. Of course, it has its share of challenges, but you have your share of solutions. If you believe in yourself and in God, even the skies won't be the limit. 
It is with this spirit, that I want you to go forth into the world. The poise and good deportment you have held for the whole period you were in this institution should follow you out there. The University of Embu is releasing you to the society sharper than you came, more loaded and able to serve than before. Go ye into the world and serve.
Ladies and Gentlemen; 
Lastly, may I once again, appreciate this beautiful University for inviting me to grace the 9th Graduation Ceremony. It is my prayer that the management of the University will continue with the great work you are doing to make the University of Embu is truly a world-class University. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you, and God bless you all.
Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Education, 
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