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     UNIVERSITY OF EMBU





SPEECH BY 
PROF. DANIEL MUGENDI NJIRU, 
VICE-CHANCELLOR, 
UNIVERSITY OF EMBU 
DURING THE 
9TH GRADUATION CEREMONY 
HELD ON 
THURSDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER, 2024
· The Chancellor, University of Embu, Prof. Paul Musili Wambua 

· The Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Education, Hon. Julius Migos represented by: Principal Secretary, State Department for Higher Education and Research, Dr. Beatrice Inyangala

· University of Embu Council Members, 
· Chancellors, Chairpersons, Vice-Chancellors, Principals and Deputy Vice-Chancellors of Sister Universities and Colleges present,

· Representatives of the National and County Government,

· Members of the University of Embu Management and Senate

· University of Embu Staff and Students,
· Graduands,
· Parents and Guardians,

· Distinguished Guests 
       Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning,
I stand before you with great pride as we celebrate the achievements of our Class of 2024. Today, we are here to honour our brilliant students for their remarkable performance and hard work that has enabled them to reach this significant milestone.

I welcome all our guests, graduands, parents, guardians and well-wishers to the 9th Congregation of the University of Embu for the conferment of various Degrees and award of Diplomas and Certificates. A special welcome to our distinguished Guest,                       Dr. Beatrice Muganda Inyangala. Your esteemed presence during this ceremony is a big honour to the graduands and the University of Embu community. Welcome and feel at home; our staff, students, graduands, their families and friends are delighted to see you. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mr. Chancellor Sir, 
On behalf of the  University Management, Senate, the Staff and the Students, I take this early opportunity to congratulate you on your  re-appointment for a second term as the Chancellor of the University of Embu. We proudly welcome you back to the University after a three year break. With your appointment, the University governance structure is now complete.  While you were away, the University remained steadfast in its commitment to the vision of becoming a dynamic epicenter of excellence in training and research for service to humanity. When you look around you will notice that, the University has not changed much, but we have grown bigger in terms of student numbers and better in the provision of quality service to our customers.

Student Enrollment.
In  Academic Year 2024/2025 the University of Embu has admitted  a 3,778. Among these, 1,933 (51%) are Male while 1,845 (49%) are Female. This is the highest number of first year students admitted to the University since its establishment.  
Performance Ranking 
You will also be pleased to note that the University maintained its ranking as the overall Best Performing Public University and State Corporation in Kenya in the 2021/2022 Financial Year performance contracting evaluations conducted by the Public Service Performance Management and Monitoring Unit. The Position One trophy was presented to the University by the President of the Republic of Kenya in April 2023. The results for 2022/2023 have not been announced, so we are still the reigning champions.

Mr. Chancellor Sir,
I am pleased to inform you that last week, on Monday, 9th September 2024, we officially launched the M-Pesa Foundation and University of Embu Technical and Vocational Education and Training Institute Scholarships that will transform the lives of over 1,300 youth from all the 47 counties in Kenya. I convey our deep gratitude to Safaricom M-Pesa Foundation for partnering with the University of Embu in this remarkable and life-changing initiative. M-Pesa Foundation has already committed Ksh. 277 million to support the TVET Institute at the University of Embu. The funding will cover full scholarships, the construction and renovation of learning facilities, equipping necessary infrastructure and laboratories, among others.

The scholarships will offer training opportunities in specialised areas covering levels three (3) to six (6) and other short term professional qualifications. The objective of the programme is to equip young people with market-relevant, practical skills to prepare them for the world of work. The scholarships will cover tuition fees, a monthly stipend for the period of study and basic tools of trade upon graduation, in:
1) Cosmetology, 
2) Repair and Maintenance of Portable and Mobile Electronic Devices, 
3) Repair and Maintenance of Two and Three-Wheeled Motorcycles 
4) Building and Construction

The announcemnt for the first cohort of 400 youths has been sent out and the pioneer students will initially be drawn from 10 counties namely; Embu, Nyandarua, Homa Bay, Turkana, Meru, Nairobi, Nyamira, Muranga, Busia, and Nakuru. The courses will commence in November, 2024 and the deadline for application is 7th  October, 2024. I urge all of you, particularly those from the said counties to encourage your family members and friends to take advantage of this incredible  opportunity and apply. You can download the application forms and also get more details about the courses from the University of Embu website. 

Mr. Chancellor, Sir,
Further, I am happy to announce that, today, we are proudly graduating 2,010 students - 178 - Diplomas and Certificates; 1,787 - Bachelors; 4 - Postgraduate Diplomas, 34 – Masters; and 7 - Ph.D. This is the highest number of graduands in the history of the University. It is a clear indication that the University is growing. The School of Education and Social Sciences has the highest number of graduands this year and of special noting, Mr. Chancellor Sir, is that today, we are graduating the 2nd cohort of students from the School of Law. You personally played an instrumental role in the establishment of this school during your first term, and we sincerely thank you for this milestone.  The school continues to shine brightly, amongst its peers.  

To the Graduands 
I offer my hearty congratulations to you on this joyous occasion. The pride you have in your heart this morning is shared by all of us. You deserve a part on your back. When I reflect on the challenges that you have gone through from COVID-19 lockdowns to virtual admission and registration, followed by virtual orientation then online lectures, I am persuaded that the Class of 2024 is indeed a blessed and favoured group. The challenges you faced were building blocks of resilience and success; they tested you, shaped you, and ultimately prepared you for a future of growth and prosperity. 

You entered this University with great hopes and big dreams, and today, you leave with a wealth of knowledge and great experiences. The knowledge and skills you have acquired here, coupled with the friendships and relationships you have built, will no doubt be invaluable assets in the next journey of your life. It is important to acknowledge those who have supported you along the way. Your families have been your pillars of support and encouragement; we appreciate them very much.

As you move to the next phase, I encourage you to embrace the spirit of curiosity and innovation. The world you are going to has incredible opportunities to offer you.  As graduates of the University of Embu, you carry with you the values and principles that we hold dear; the commitment to excellence, a drive to make a difference, and a sense of responsibility to contribute to the greater good. Use these values as your compass to navigate the world. Dare to dream big, take risks, and be courageous in your pursuits. The path ahead may not always be clear, but trust in your abilities and the foundation you have received to see you through. Your potential is limitless, and the impact you can make is boundless. Remember that success is not solely defined by titles or accolades. It is also measured by the positive impact you have on the lives of others, the integrity with which you approach your endeavours, and the passion you bring to your work. It my sincere hope that as you leave this University, you will be at the forefront of making the world a better place. 

To our faculty and staff 
Thank you for your relentless pursuit of excellence and for fostering an environment where our students can thrive. You have been instrumental in shaping the academic and personal growth of our graduands. Your impact extends far beyond the classroom and will resonate in their lives forever. As we look to the future, I am confident that you will continue to inspire and empower the next generation of leaders and innovators.

To the Continuing students 
I thank you for the role you play as good ambassadors of this University. As students, you carry not just the weight of your own academic load, but also the pride and reputation of the University. You represent the values, ideals, and excellence that our University stands for. Thank you for embodying the spirit of our University with pride and distinction and also for upholding the high standards set by your predecessors. 

In conclusion, I thank the graduands for making it possible for us to celebrate this day. We are proud of you, and we look forward to seeing the incredible contributions you will make to our world. As you step out, you carry with you not just the degree you have earned, but also the wisdom and resilience that you have acquired from your journey. Remember that the world needs your unique talents, your fresh perspectives, and your unwavering commitment to making a difference. 

Mr. Chancellor Sir, 
I am happy to announce to our graduands that in an effort to support their academic aspirations, the University is offering Twenty-Five (25) scholarships for postgraduate studies this Academic Year. These scholarships are designed to recognise exceptional talent, promote innovative research, and ensure that financial considerations do not impede our students’ desire to advance their education. Our scholarships reward UoEm students who have demonstrated outstanding academic performance and have the potential for significant contributions in their chosen fields. 

In addition, I am also pleased to inform the graduands that, for those who wish to join postgraduate studies at the University this Academic Year, we have decided to waive the Application Fee for all Masters programmes for the Class of 2024 graduands. So go ahead and apply to join any of our postgraduate programmes in the Six (6) schools beginning this Semester. Classes commence on Monday, 23rd September, 2024, You should be able to graduate with a Masters Degree by September, 2026 if you are smart and hardworking.

Lastly, I wish you the very best as you venture into the future, may you find joy in every endeavour, strength in every setback, and fulfillment in every success. Your potential is boundless, and the impact you can make in the world is immeasurable.

Thank you.
God Bless you all.

Prof. Daniel Mugendi Njiru, Ph.D., EBS
VICE-CHANCELLOR                                              


It is now my pleasure to invite the Representative of the University of Embu Council, Ms. Agnes Ndwiga, to address the congregation.

			
[image: C:\Users\Brian\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Artboard 1.png]Knowledge Transforms



1

		
[image: C:\Users\Brian\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Artboard 1.png]Knowledge Transforms



image2.png
_ HGAVERSITY OF Enggl= _

(S S
T4 KNowEpcr TrANSFORMS | S





image3.png
1ISO 9001:2015 Certified





