SPEECH BY THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, STATE DEPARTMENT FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH, DURING THE UNIVERSITY OF EMBU 9TH GRADUATION CEREMONY HELD ON THURSDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER 2024

· The CS, Ministry of Education 
· The Chancellor, University of Embu,
· The Vice-Chancellor University of Embu, Prof. Daniel Mugendi,
· Vice-Chancellors of other Universities  
· Chairman and Members of the University Council,
· Chancellors of other Universities 
· Members of the University of Embu Management Board and Senate,
· Embu County and National Government Representatives,
· Staff,
· Students,
· Parents and Guardians,
· Distinguished Guests,
· The Graduating Class of 2024,
GOOD MORNING
It is indeed a great honor to join you today for the University’s 9th Graduation Ceremony. I am happy to be here today. This a day of celebration for our graduands and their families. You have journeyed through years of relentless effort, overcoming countless challenges, and today, you have attained success through hard work, sacrifice, and dedication. 
We are all happy for you. Your family and friends are beaming with pride and joy, celebrating your achievements. Some of you may be the first in your family to earn a degree—a symbol of breaking barriers and setting new standards. To others, this achievement is a culmination of years of dreaming, planning, and striving for excellence. Today is your day, and it is well-deserved.
In this ground, there are also younger faces—children who are looking up to you, seeing in you the possibilities that lie ahead. You are already an inspiration to many who are watching you today, and in their eyes, you are proof that dreams can be realized. Imagine the joy and pride of your parents and guardians, who have supported you every step of the way. If you could quantify their joy, it would be immeasurable. This day is a triumph not only for you but for everyone who has walked this journey with you.
Beyond the academic accolades you receive today, you have proven that you are capable of great things. You have pushed boundaries, shattered expectations, and demonstrated that with determination, anything is possible. The world is vast, complex, and full of challenges, but you have shown that it can be conquered. You have risen above the pressing issues of life, emerging victorious and stronger than before. 
As you step forward into the next chapter of your life, I charge you with a responsibility: to be the light for others. Where the light shone dimly for you, let it shine brighter for the next person you will influence. Use your skills, your knowledge, and your compassion to shape the lives of others and to make a positive impact on the world. Remember that education breeds humility and respect for all mankind. When you leave the University today and step out into the world, never forget that the education you have received in this great institution is not just about knowledge—it is about character. I wish you well in all your pursuits. For the many lives that will be blessed by your good works ahead, for the many people who will be touched by your great deeds, we celebrate you today. 
The government of Kenya recognizes the critical role that higher education plays in the realization of our national development goals. We are committed to ensuring that every Kenyan, regardless of their background, has access to quality education. This commitment is reflected in the various policies and initiatives that the government has put in place to support higher education in the country.
Ladies and gentlemen,
One of the most significant steps that the government has taken towards ensuring access to higher education is the introduction of the new funding model. This model represents a paradigm shift in the way higher education is funded in Kenya. It is designed to ensure that no deserving student is left behind due to financial constraints.

Under the new funding model, government support is targeted and tailored to the needs of individual students. This means that students from disadvantaged backgrounds will receive more financial support, while those who are able to contribute to the cost of their education will be required to do so. This approach ensures that resources are allocated more efficiently and equitably, and that the burden of financing higher education is shared more fairly.

The government is committed to ensuring that the new funding model makes education accessible to all. We are working closely with universities, financial institutions, and other stakeholders to ensure that the model is implemented effectively and that it achieves its intended objectives. We understand that education is a powerful tool for social mobility, and we are determined to ensure that no Kenyan is denied the opportunity to pursue higher education due to financial barriers.
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May God bless you, Class of 2024.
CONGRATULATIONS
PS, SDHER
